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2012-2013 Annual Report
PAL’s fourth year continued the mission of promoting dialogue between literature and the arts, and philosophy  by presenting 16 
events. A highlight of the year was the second Writing Is Thinking workshop, which gathered 65 graduate students from across the 
humanities for an open forum followed by an afternoon workshop for 18 selected applicants. This year we also had the pleasure 
of celebrating the first student to complete the PAL Graduate Certificate, Thomas Manganaro (English). Our connections with 
the National Humanities Center were strengthened by talks from two Fellows, Stefan Collini (Cambridge) and Keren Gorodeisky 
(Alabama). Throughout the year, our PAL Forums were devoted to entertaining and enlightening viewing and discussion of 
Hollywood remarriage comedies from the 1930s and 1940s. In spring, Nancy Bauer (Tufts) gave a brilliant lecture on philosophy 
and pornography, we held a symposium on philosophy and music, which was part of the larger event, “7 Words: Music and 
Philosophy at Duke,” and we rounded off the year with a Shakespeare-symposium. Next year, I’ll be on leave: I am delighted that 
Sarah Beckwith (English) has agreed to serve as Acting Director in 2013/14. 

This year we say good-bye to the amazing Leonore Fleming, PAL’s Associate Director, who has been with us since the very first day. 
Leonore’s work and ideas have left their mark on every facet of PAL. We will miss her immensely!

To find out more about PAL, please see our website: DukePAL.org

Sincerely,

Leonore Fleming & Kaila Brown
Associate Director & Assistant Director, PAL

Toril Moi
Director, PAL

dukepal.org



Fall 2012/Spring 2013
PAL Forums:

The Cavell 
Remarriage
Comedy Series

This year we showed six of the seven films Stanley Cavell in his 1981 book Pursuits of Happiness 
calls the “Hollywood Remarriage Comedies.” In their exploration of the conditions of modern 
romantic relationships, these films are of deep philosophical interest. In these films Cavell finds a 
specifically American philosophical spirit, a questioning of the modern woman’s role in marriage, 
a deep commitment to the importance of conversation, and a willingness to think about classical 
philosophical subjects such as the limits of knowledge and of human community, the question 
of other minds, and of freedom and responsibility. Cavell’s readings of these films have inspired 
passionate conversations for the last thirty years.  

A PAL Forum Fall 2012: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor, C105

Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

Please RSVP by emailing 
Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

Tuesday, October 9th 7:30pm

Toril Moi will introduce the film 
and there will be a discussion after

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor, C105, Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

A PAL Forum Fall 2012: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series

Toril Moi will introduce the film 
and there will be a discussion after

Tuesday, October 30th 7:30pm

Toril Moi will introduce the film and 
there will be a discussion after.  

Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at 
kaila.brown@duke.edu.

Tuesday, November 27th 7:30pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105

Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

A PAL Forum Fall 2012: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series

Tuesday, april 9  7:30pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105
Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

Toril Moi will introduce the film and there will be a discussion after
Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

A PAL Forum Spring 2013: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series

Tuesday, January 15  7:30pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105
Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

Toril Moi will introduce the film and there will be a discussion after
Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

A PAL Forum Spring 2013: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series

Tuesday, February 19  7:30pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105
Duke University
Light Supper at 7pm

Toril Moi will introduce the film and there will be a discussion after
Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

A PAL Forum Spring 2013: The Cavell Remarriage Comedy Series



Owen Flanagan (Philosophy, Duke) discussed philosophy, literature, narrative and the self. 
Karen Gorodeisky (Philosophy, Auburn University) spoke about Kant and Aesthetic Judgement 
and Andrew Janiak (Philosophy, Duke) responded with comments.  Stefan Collini (English, 
Cambridge University) spoke about rhetorical strategies in public debate, and Nancy Bauer 
(Philosophy, Tufts University) spoke about philosophy, sexual objectification, and Simone de 
Beauvoir.

Lectures
Followed by a discussion of the PAL Graduate Certificate

September 11th, 2012

Owen Flanagan on 
Philosophy and Literature

Duke’s Center for Philosophy, Arts and Literature is pleased to present the PAL Forum event:

7:30pm 
Light supper served at 7pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor, C105
Duke University

Please RSVP by emailing Kaila Brown at kaila.brown@duke.edu

A Matter of Form: 
Aesthetic Judgement and Feeling in Kant

A Lecture by Keren Gorodeisky (Philosophy, Auburn University) 

with comments by Andrew Janiak (Philosophy, Duke University)

Reception at 5pm

Monday, October 1 at 5:30pm
Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105
Duke University 

Presented by Duke’s Center for Philosophy, Arts and Literature

Stefan Collini

The Garage
Duke University

Smith Warehouse
1st Floor Bay 4 C105

Stefan Collini is Professor of English 
Literature and Intellectual History at 
the University of Cambridge. During 
2012-13 he is a Visiting Fellow at 
the National Humanities Center.
His books include Public Moralists (1991), 
English Pasts (1999), Absent Minds: 
Intellectuals in Britain (2006), and, most 
recently, What Are Universities For? 
(2012).  He is a frequent contributor to the 
London Review of Books, Times Literary 
Supplement, Guardian, and Nation, 
as well as an occasional broadcaster.

RhetoRical StRategieS in Public Debate: 
the literary critic as cultural critic

Presented by the Center for Philosophy, Arts and Literature

Nov. 13 
5:30 pm

Reception 
at 5pm



Symposia

Philosophy and Music Today

Friday, February 1st  2013
2pm - 5pm

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor, C105, Duke University

Reception to Follow

Francois Noudelmann (Philosophy, European Graduate School)

Jacquelline Waeber (Music, Duke University) 

Olivier Dejours (Composer, Musician)

Richard Fleming (Philosophy, Bucknell University)

Presented by 
Duke’s Center for Philosophy, Arts and Literature 
and The John Hope Franklin Humanities Institute

John Cage “Fontana Mix” (1958)

Shakespeare & Philosophy: 
A Symposium

Thursday March 21st 5:30pm 
Smith Warehouse Garage 

Bay 4, 1st Floor, C105
Duke University
Reception at 5pm

Sarah Beckwith (English, Duke) 
Shakespeare’s Private Linguist: 
Coriolanus, Wittgenstein, Cavell, Tragedy

David Schalkwyk (Folger Library) 
Shakespeare and skepticism: Disbelief, 
uncertainty, suspicion, reservation or 
doubt in Othello and Cymbeline

After postwar musical experimentations such as 
John Cage’s 4’33’’ and Pierre Boulez’s Marteau 
sans maître and more recent compositions 
explicitly drawing on philosophy such as 
Pascal Dusapin’s O Mensch (2011) what can 
philosophy say about music today? How can it 
define the musical experience? And what is the 
role of music in philosophical thought? How do 
the physical and theoretical practices of music 
resonate with some philosophical writings? 
Can philosophy be rendered in music? And 
reciprocally what source of inspiration and 
value can composers and musicians find in 
philosophy?

Sarah Beckwith 
(English, Duke University)

“Shakespeare’s Private Linguist: Coriolanus, 
Wittgenstein, Cavell, Tragedy”

David Schalkwyk 
(Director of Research, Folger Library)

“Shakespeare and skepticism: Disbelief, 
uncertainty, suspicion, reservation or doubt 
in Othello and Cymbeline” 



Young Scholars 
Workshop

Friday, March 1st  
9am - 12:30pm

Speakers:
Nancy Bauer (Tufts)

Toril Moi (Duke)

Kristen Neuschel (TWP)

Bernie Rhie (Williams)

Aaron Sachs (Cornell)

Writing is Thinking II: Taking It to the Next Level
How to improve your own drafts

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

Presented by 

PAL’s 4th AnnuAL Young schoLArs WorkshoP

Smith Warehouse Garage
Bay 4, 1st Floor C105, Duke University

Please register for the event here: 
http://tinyurl.com/writing-is-thinking-II

In spring 2011 we organized the first, 
extremely successful, Writing is Thinking 
workshop. The focus then was on how 
to make writing part of daily life. This 
spring, we took the next step. For once we 
actually do generate a lot of prose, how do 
we figure out what to keep and what to 
throw away? How do we revise without 
fear and without tears? The public 
morning session, Writing is Thinking 
II: Taking it to the Next Level, had 
over 65 attendees. The private afternoon 
session, limited to 16 Young Scholars 
Workshop participants, focused on specific 
writing needs in small groups.



The PAL Graduate Certificate seeks to connect the study of 
specific works of art and specific art forms (such as literature, 
music, theater, painting, film, and so on) to questions 
concerning creativity, the nature of specific art forms, the 
relationship between knowledge and art, and between ethics 
and aesthetics. The Certificate seeks to foster an understanding 
of the historical nature of different art forms, and of aesthetics 
and philosophy, and to encourage exploration of philosophy, 
art and literature from different historical periods. It is 
designed to provide students with a firm grounding in 
the research skills required to enable them to intervene in 
contemporary debates within the field and to encourage them 
to consider their own field of study from an inter- or cross-
disciplinary approach. Currently there are six active certificate 
earners.

Certificate
In the presence of the PAL Graduate Certificate Steering 
Committe, Thomas Manganaro, a graduate student in 
the English department at Duke University, presented his 
paper, “‘Emergence’ in Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship:
Opaque Causality and the Novel” in partial fulfillment of 
the PAL graduate certificate. 



General Feedback
"I have rarely felt that my experience as a writer, as a scholar, and also my everyday experience of being human, had 
real space in a conversation. Many of the conversations I've been in disqualify one or more of those, so that I feel 
I have to choose between them. It was integrating (healing, even) and hopeful to be in a place that brought them 
together."

"...I've taken away a sense of a common intellectual project at the intersection of philosophy 
and literature, of who is doing it and how.  I had a chance to talk intensively with people 
with whom I can potentially share work in an ongoing conversation."

"It was the best workshop I've attended at Duke. It 
far surpassed my expectations."

"It was truly an inspiring and enriching event."

Humanities Meeting
Let’s Meet To Discuss The Situation of

The  Humanities
At  Duke!

Thursday, April 25  5-7pm

Co-hosted by:
Nancy Armstrong (English)
Owen Flanagan (Philosophy)
Toril Moi (Literature)

Smith Warehouse Garage 
Bay 4, 1st Fl, C105

Refreshments at 4:30pm

Many humanities faculty 
members have expressed 

concern about the situation of 
the humanities at Duke. It is 

time to come together to voice 
our concerns, and to brainstorm 

ideas for a constructive response.

We are concerned that Duke’s 
humanities faculty have not 

been adequately heard about 
what methods of teaching and 

scholarship work best for them 
and for their students. We wish 

to restore faculty control over 
Duke’s humanities research 

agenda.

For more information: 
https://web.duke.edu/philartslit/

After 100 people attended an event discussing 
the humanities at Duke, The Humanities 
Faculty Collective was constituted by 
unanimous consent as a vehicle to create a 
strong voice for the humanities; to provide 
continuing opportunities for faculty to be 
heard about the institutional conditions that 
support, rather than hinder, their teaching 
and research; and to act collectively to initiate 
projects that serve our educational and 
scholarly missions as we conceive them.

http://dukehumanities.wordpress.com/ "There was an emphasis on real intellectual community that was 
taken seriously in very practical ways."



dukepal.org


